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Retail Trade in January 


To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining the 
method of compiling the statistics * have been omitted. The 
main point to note in this connection, is that the majority of the 
schedules for January required some correction for differences 
in the number of selling days since the calendar month contained 
one day more in 1945 than in 1944. 


INDEX NUMBERS + 
Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100 

Apparel. After five months of active coupon expenditure 
January sales were bound to be low, and at 74 the index for the 
whole country was 28 per cent. below the previous year’s average ; 
it was, however, about 9 per cent. higher than in January 1944, 
though 6 per cent. below July, which was the other month 
preceding a coupon release. 

As was to be expected, all the districts agreed in showing 
low sales, but there were fairly considerable differences in the 
level recorded. Central London had the highest index, 88, and 
Suburban, London the lowest, 65. 

The subsidiary index numbers recorded a fall of about 30 points 
from the previous average both for women’s wear and for men’s 
wear, to 74 and 73 respectively ; boots and shoes were rather 
less affected, falling by 24 points to 69. In all three cases the 
January index was the lowest since January 1944. 

Despite the lower January index, sales for the whole coupon 
period were considerably higher than in any other half-year. 

As is usual in the last month of a coupon, period, the returns 
indicate that the money value of apparel sales was high in 
relation to the number of coupons taken. The average takings 





* See, for example, Board of Trade Journal, 8th April 1944 (page 
133). 

t+ The method by which these index numbers are constructed was 
described in Board of Trade Journal, 1st April 1944 (page 121). 


per coupon were about equal to the highest figure previously 
recorded. 


Household Goods. Sales of household goods were also below 
the previous year’s average, though only by 6 points (81 against 
87); there is no coupon release factor in this section to produce 
great fluctuations, and the rather low January sales are to some 
extent a reaction from the Christmas peak. Central London 
alone showed a rise from the previous average, of 3 points, while 
Suburban London, the North West and the South of England 
all recorded falls of 12 points. 

The subsidiary index numbers show that hardware sales were 
the lowest on record for any month, the index being only 78 ; 
the index for furnishing departments was equal to the previous 
year’s average at 82. 


Non-Food Merchandise. With both its main constituents 
showing sales below the previous average the index for non-food 
merchandise as a whole fell 19 per cent. short of that level, 
with all the districts recording substantial falls. The drop from 
December was sharper than for either apparel or household goods, 
because so many of the remaining goods have a sharp Christmas 
peak. Figures for January did not vary much from district to 
district, the highest being 87 in Scotland and the lowest 75 in 
Suburban, London. 


' Food and Perishables. This index was significantly below its 
previous average for the first time since January 1943, the drop 
being 4 points for the country as a whole, and being shared by 


-all districts ; to some extent it is a reaction from the Christmas 


peak. The main feature of the food figures is still their general 
stability, which is shown both by the narrow range (101 to 108) 
of the January district figures and by their closeness to their 
previous averages. 


Index Numbers of Retail Sales— January 1945 
(Average Daily Sales in 1942 = 100) 


The figures in italics are the index numbers for the preceding month and (tn brackets) the average for the preceding twelve months. 








North 


Category Scotland West 





82 
135 (105) 


80 
130 (100) 


Non-food merchandise isi 87 
139 (102) 


Of which :— 
Apparel § “oe 8: 70 73 
121 (102) 115 (100) 

Household goods || 87 
125 (89) 


80 72 
115 (88) 106 (84) 
Food and perishables 108 


123 7 (ane) 


106 
121 (110) 


104 
120 (109) 








Total Sales 96 


127 (108) 


93 
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81 84 75 82 


78 
136 (101) 149 (104) 138 (98) 145 96) 140 (101) 


88 65 74 
126 (105) 131 (95) 123 (102) 


69 71 
119 (99) 127 (102) 





83 77 8] 
110 (80) 131 (89) 114 (87 


83 82 
112 (90) 125 (94) 
103 
119 (107) 


95 


128 ( 105) 


103 

121 (108) 
93 

128 (104) 


101 
115 (104) 


im nae 
128 (104) 


105 
128 (107) 
89 
135 (100) 


102 
114 (107) 
— : 
94 
128 (104) 























t Including unallocated sales, 





§ Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. 
|| Piece-goods (household goods), furnishing departments, hardware. 
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Total Sales. At 95 the index was about 10 per cent. below the 
previous average, and lower than in any month since last 
January. The district indices had a range of only 9 points, and 
their relation to the previous average was not markedly different 
from that shown for the country as a whole. Central and West 
End London showed a considerably heavier fall from December 
(34 per cent.) than any other district because food sales represent 
a much smaller part of the total there. 


COMPARISON WITH TWELVE MONTHS EARLIER 


Total Sales. Sales as a whole were 4:1 per cent. higher than 
a year ago, with all districts and all main categories except 
hardware and piece-goods sharing in the rise. In both London 
districts the increase was only fractional, but in the Provinces 
it varied from 3-8 per cent. in the North West to 6-8 per cent. in 
the South of England. 


Food and Perishables. Sales in this division amounted to 
> greed 64 per cent. of the total value used in computing 
the January comparisons. The rise recorded (3-7 per cent.), 
though less than in December, was the same as in November. 
The only decrease (1-5 per cent.) was in Central and West End 
London, while in the Suburbs the increase was negligible. The 
largest increase (6-5 per cent.) was in the South of England, 
which has recently regained population. Provincial movements 
may have a small upward bias as unallocated sales rose by only 
1-9 per cent. The proportion of such sales is not large, however, 
and their effect on the average for the country as a whole is 
unimportant. 

Sales of grocery, provisions and bakery were 3-0 per cent. higher 
than last year; smal] decreases were recorded for both London 
areas and increases in all five provincial districts, the largest of 
these (6-1 per cent.) being in the South of England. Café and 
restaurant sales were only 1-2 per cent. higher on the whole, but 
this small advance is the average of widely different district 
movements. While sales were down by 4-5 per cent. in Central 
and West End London they rose by 15-4 per cent. in the Suburbs. 
This exceptional figure is apparently due to a change in habits, 
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for the December rise was of much the same size (14-0 per cent.) 
and followed others of 11 per cent. in November and 9 per cent. 
in October; the population has of course returned to some 
extent, but is still lower than in the corresponding period a year 
earlier. 


Non-Food Merchandise. The gain on last year was some- 
what larger for this division (4:7 per cent.) and was shared by 
all districts, though smaller in London than in the Provinces. 
The increase for Scotland (10-9 per cent.) was appreciably 
greater than those recorded for other areas. Where unallocated 
sales are given the district figures may all have a slight bias, 
e.g. for boot and shoe comparisons; in this category the un- 
allocated sales showed a quite exceptional rise, which should 
perhaps be considered in conjunction with the exceptional fall 
shown, in December. In the case of sports and travel goods the 
district figures are clearly too favourable, but this category is 
particularly liable to be distorted when some of the main contri- 
butors to it cannot allocate their sales to districts. 


Apparel. Apparel sales were up on 1944 by about 9 per cent. 
on the whole. Men’s and boys’ wear showed a quite outstanding 
rise of 29 per cent., shared by all districts; the reason for this 
category’s exceptional rise is to be found in the very low sales a 
when the announcement that non-austerity suits 
would soon be available brought the index number down to 56, 
the lowest figure on record. The second largest rise was shown 
by boots and shoes, 8 per cent., with very varying movements 
in the districts; this category has generally fared worst in the 
apparel group, largely as a result of up-pointing, but comparisons 
are now being made with a period when sales had already fallen. 
lor the country as a whole, women’s wear rose by only 4:1 per 
cent. and dress materials by only 4 per cent. Shops which sub- 
divided their women’s wear sales showed their largest increase 
in girls’ and children’s wear, and their smallest in fashion 
goods (i.e. women’s outer wear). This is in contrast with most 
months of 1944 when, with a few exceptions, the comparisons 
with the corresponding month of 1943 were the most favourable 
for fashion goods, 


year ago, 


Sales (at Selling Value) and Stocks (at Cost) compared with a Year ago 


(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 

















































































































S ALES (on an approximate daily basis) Stocks 
aca A eb | At end of 
aan oaks. ee So Jan. Jan, 

Class of merchandi | 
siete taieaal Midlands} South | London- | London- Total, Total, Total, 
Scotland! North | North and of Central Sub- Unal- Great Great Great 
East West South | England | and West} urban | located*| Britain Britain | Britain 
Wales End 
Food and perishables :— 
Grocery, provisions and | | 
vakery . + 18/+ 28/4 38/4 44/4 61 ]/-— LIJ— 2 ne + 30 _ — 
Café and restaurant {+ 28 J+ 20/- 41/+ 76/+ 55 )]— 45 |+ 15-4 eae + 12 a — 
Other (including tobacco) + 64/+ 48/4 50/+ 94/+ 96/+ 75 /+ 50 ae + 6-7 Bie = 
Rens Sere eee oa } edecetaaes 
Tota'—Food and perishablest| + 28 |+ 32/+ 38/+ 58/4 65 ])/- 15 /+ 02 ]+4 19]+ 37 | + 64] —13-4 
Non-food merchandise :— | 
Piece-goodst + 56 |]+ 42/— 39]- “25/+ 96/— 69 ]- 43 we [— 16 ff 410-8 | — 23-7 
(i) Household goods .. + 14-0 |4+ 250|— 19-2 ])]— 22-7 | 4 14-77 | — 300 |}— 42 igs — 13-9 — 1.7 — 60 
(ii) Dress materials + O58 |— 27/4 22)/+ 5-4 Paes ie + 10-1 — 19-7 bbs + 40 + 14-4 — 34-9 
Women’s wear f ... + 108 |+ 62/+ 28/+ 264+ 4:1 + §31— 1-7 ~ 43]/+ 4-1 + 16°3 — 12-4 
(i) Fashion ... + 124 1+ 5714+ 62/+ 10/-— 15 /+ = 6 - 69 ie + 3-1 + 22-8 — 7-7 
(ii) Girls’ and children’s + 142 [4 164/4+ 05/4 7-2 |4+ 124 ]— 12 Nil + 58 | +187 | + 2-1 
(iii) Fancy drapery + 122 |+ 70/4 O9/+ 65 /+ 76/+ 48 /— 650 + Gh || + 10-4 | — 21-5 
Men’s and boys’ wear ... | + 27-7 |4+ 33-5/+ 291/+ 344 /4+ 30-85 |+ 89 |+ 37-9 ms + 29-4 || + 27-8 | —27:1 
Bootsand shoes... ../+ 47/4 309/— 46/4 10/—- o6 1+ 85 ]/- 25] 4244/4 80 | + 46 | —147 
Furnishing departments... | + 7-4/4 13/- 29/+ 58 |/— 41 /+ 40 /— 43 be + 05 ae | — 18:8 
Hardware oss oe | + 151 J— 165 ]/— 17-4]— 143 |— 128 | — 6-4 |~— 21-7 | — 7-3}— 10-1 || + 0-2 | — 210 
Fancy departments + 226 14 75)/— 87/— 271/—- OS |— 48/4 40] + 0914 07 | + -3-7] — 1-2 
Sports and travel + 70-9 |4+ 1141/4 98/4 158 |+ 29-3 04/4 34] — 501+ 09 | +134] — 9-6 
Misc. and unspecified + 69/4 41/4 90/+ 568 1+ 23:2 | + 124+ 16 + 72H + 565 17-7 
Tota!-—-Non-food merchandise] + 10-9 |4 61 + 39/+ 63/14 840 wi + 22 )/+4+ 40]/+ 47 | + 9-7 12-9 
= aca 
Toran satys—January |}+ 5:5 |/4 41/4 38/+ 59/4 68 + 5 |+ O06 | + FBI+4+ 41 | 
es a 
Pebruary—January | 
Food and perishables oo (+ 5214 67/4 66/4 58 1+ 7Ji+ O11+ 16 + 6-4 
Non-food merchandise + 101 |+ 12-1\4 1-244 12-7 |4 125 | - 6\/+ 44 | + 91 
~ | [> oe 
Totr sales... 2 eee | + 5 | 88 + “_ 8-1 | + 8-7 je 11 |+ 24 | | | 4+ 69 
! ! 1 
ToraL stooks—January | — 136 f 16-7 le 16-3 }— 15-9 | — 10-5 | — 22-6 | — 226 | — 02 | | — 130 
| | | | 











* Figures are only given where a significant amount of sales cou!d not be allocated. 


¢ Including a substantial quantity of goods 


for which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available. 
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Coupons taken by contributors reporting this item numbered 
3:5 per cent. more than a year ago. The movement was far 
from uniform in the seven districts, and the rise in unallocated 
coupons was so much more marked as to suggest that the district 
comparisons should be treated with caution. The increase in the 
amount spent per coupon in concerns reporting both sales and 
coupons amounted to roughly 4 per cent. 


Household Goods. Sales were about 5 per cent. lower than a 
year earlier, a fractional rise in furnishing departments being 
insufficient to offset a fall of 13-9 per cent. in household piece- 
goods in conjunction with one of 10-1 per cent. in hardware. 
All three component categories of merchandise showed a wide 
variation of movement in the seven districts ; in hardware, for 
example, the figures ranged from an increase of 15 per cent. in 
Scotland to a decrease of 22 per cent. in Suburban London. 
The South of England no longer held the lead which the return 
of population had given it in recent months. 


Other Goods. Fancy departments and sports and travel goods 
did not show much change from a year ago, rising respectively 
by 0-7 and 0-9 per cent. As noted above, the district figures for 
the latter should be treated with great caution, owing to the 
large unallocated sales. The increase in miscellaneous and 
unspecified items was greater ; this category is too heterogeneous 
for much importance to be attached to its movements. 


February-January. As usual the main features of retail trade 
during the twelve months of the trading year will be described 
in a forthcoming issue of the Board of Trade Journal. For that 
period total sales were up by 6-9 per cent., sales of food and 
perishables by 5-4 per cent. and those of other merchandise by 
9-1 per cent. 


STOCKS 


Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks. The January figures provide 
a good illustration of the change in practice caused by the war 
and the coupon. In peace-time retailers postponed their 
purchases during January and held “ clearance sales” so as to 
reduce their stocks to a minimum for stock-taking. This year 





t It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks, par- 
ticularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample of 
shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 
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there was actually a rise between December and January for all 
four categories, because the public’s lack of coupons was restrict- 
ing sales, while retailers were anxious to maintain their purchases. 
The rises shown range from 3 points for dress materials and 
men’s and boys’ wear to 5 for boots and shoes. They cannot be 
regarded as more than a temporary check to the downward trend 
of stocks, since they are essentially due to January being the last 
month of the coupon period ; for men’s wear and women’s wear 
they only restore a relatively small part of the stock lost in 
December. The boot and shoe figure is perhaps the most 
encouraging, as it brings the index above the September level. 


Comparison with a Year Ago. Total stocks at the end of 
January were 13 per cent. smaller in 1945 than in 1944, this 
movement being rather less than those recorded for November 
and December and very similar to those for September and 
October. District decreases were all considerable, and in both 
London areas exceeded 22 per cent. These may, however, be 
rather overstated, since unallocated stocks were only fractionally 
below the level of January 1944. 

Stocks of food and perishables were 13-4 per cent. down on 
last year. This decrease, the second successive one of any size 
to be recorded for over a year, is even larger than the correspond- 
ing one for December and is probably due to the same cause— 
the release of retailers from the obligation to maintain a full 
fortnight’s stock of certain important rationed goods. 

The fall in stocks of other merchandise was not so large 
(12-9 per cent.) and was shared by all main categories. Of these 
all the apparel categories were considerably below the previous 
year’s figure, the most pronounced contraction being in dress 
materials (34-9 per cent.). The drop in men’s and boys’ wear 
was also substantial (27-1 per cent.). 

Compared with January 1939 when, as pointed out above, 
stocks were deliberately run down, women’s wear in January 
1945 was higher in value by 56 per cent. and men’s and boys’ 
wear by 25 per cent. Dress materials, however, were up by 6 per 
cent. only, and boots and shoes decreased by 14 per cent. 

For household goods the decreases from 1944 were not so 
heavy, hardware falling by 21-0 per cent., furnishing depart- 
ments by 18-8 per cent. and household piece-goods by no more 
than 6-0 per cent. Compared with January 1939, hardware 
stocks were down by 19 per cent., but furnishing departments 
were up by 1 per cent. 

The remaining categories all declined, the fall being most 
severe for miscellaneous and unspecified goods (17-7 per cent.). 


Index Numbers of Sales and of Apparel Stocks 
(Average for 1942 = 100) 








Sales Stocks (end of month) 
Month Household Non-food : Dreas Women’s Men’s and Boots 
_— Apparel Goods Merchandise Food Total Materials Wear Boys’ Wear | and Shoes 





1943-| 1944—| 1943-| 1944-| 1943-| 1944—| 1943-| 1944- 
44 45 44 45 44 45 44 45 





daly «| FO 79 82 73 78 82 100 | 106 
August ... 71 117 84 75 82 102 101 110 
September | 115 | 113 84 82 | 106 | 107 100 | 105 




















1943-| 1944—| 1943-| 1944-/| 1943—| 1944- 1943-|1944— 
45 44 45 


1943- | 1944— 
44 45 at 45 44 45 44 
91 96 102 79 112 94 117 100 76 84 
93 107 101 73 113 88 117 92 74 72 
102 106 94 67 105 85 113 88 72 68 






































October... | 100 112 90 89 100 108 103 105 102 106 92 62 100 80 113 87 71 66 
November | 87 | 106 87 96 98 | 113 102 106 100 | 109 91 58 98 81 116 89 | 75 | 66 
December | 102 123 105 114 123 140 113 119 117 128 || 86 55 85 69 101 71 77 64 
January 68 74 85 81 78 82 100 103 91 95 89 58 84 73 102 74 81 69 
February | 107 83 99 103 101 87 85 94 88 
March ... | 105 90 100 105 103 88 90 94 78 
April... | 112 93 104 109 107 84 90 98 80 

May --- | 100 89 99 111 105 81 91 101 78 
June... | 82 80 86 111 101 80 97 101 79 
Yearly \1943 88 89 93 102 98 99 107 110 79 
Average) 1944 102 87 101 107 
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Trade of Wholesale Textile Houses 


in January 


To save space the introductory paragraphs explaining the 
method by which these statistics are compiled has been omitted ; 
it was described in Board of Trade Journal, 10th February. 


LEADING FEATURES OF THIS MONTH’S FIGURES 


Sales. Home trade sales have always been low in January, 
both in peace-time and in war-time. This year they were again 
well below the average for the previous twelve months, but in 
the case of women’s and children’s wear the drop (14 per cent.) 
was markedly less than in previous years; the drop of 15 per 
cent. shown for total sales was much less than that recorded in 
January 1944, but broadly similar to those for the two preceding 
Januarys. 

Sales were abnormally low in January 1944, so that large 
increases on that month are recorded for most categories, the 
rise for total sales being 25 per cent. The two main categories 
each show rises of 30 per cent. 


Stocks. With sales below the average it is understandable 
that the stock indices should again show a rise compared with 
the preceding month. Total stocks, at 90, are 5 points higher 
than in December and 10 above November; women’s and 
children’s wear shows bigger rises, amounting to 15 points in two 
months, but dress piece-goods show a fall, sales in January having 
been at a high level. 

Comparisons with a year earlier naturally again show big 
decreases. It is inevitable that decreases compared with a year 
earlier should go on being recorded for some months if once 
stocks fall to a low level, just as in the first few months of 1944 
increases were regularly recorded for men’s and boys’ wear 
because it took some time to absorb the goods accumulated in 
1943. 

The extent to which sales have been made at the expense of 
stocks should not be exaggerated, even though the declining 


trend of stocks is very important. The article introducing the 
new index numbers (see Board of Trade Journal, 2nd September 
1944) showed that in 1942 the average quantity of goods held in 
stock was equal to between two and two and a quarter months’ 
sales. Neglecting the relatively small price movements experi- 
enced over last year, this means that the fall in stocks accounts 
for about 5 per cent. of the year’s sales, leaving 95 per cent. as 
covered by incoming supplies. 


PERCENTAGES OF THE CORRESPONDING FIGURES FOR 1944 





Sales in Stocks at end 
Class of Merchandise January of January 

Household piece-goods 101-7 108-0 
Dress materials ; = 124-9 62-2 
Women’s and children’s wear 130-3 73-4 
Gloves — . 116-0 64:3 
Men’s and boys’ wear 130-4 71-9 
Boots and shoes * ee ous 123-4 70°8 
Furnishings 115-6 81-5 
Fancy departments 103-1 72:7 
Sports and travel * 108-6 81-0 
Miscellaneous ... _ = 90-9 97-4 
Total (including some items 

not allocated to classes) 125:1 74-4 











* Reporting houses do relatively little business in these cate- 
gories, and the figures may not be representative of the trade of 
the country taken as a whole. 


Index Numbers of Sales and Stocks * 


(Base: Average of 1942 = 100) 





















































Total Home Trade Women’s and Men’s and Boys’ Wear t Piece Goods f 
. Normal Children’s Wear tf (Dress Materials) 
Month seasonal meee aan - es ees aad —eas Uae: (eee wmneeiees Memeo ees peo wee meet penne 
movement }| 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945 
an a a ook 
January rae oe 55 78 82 70 88 75 79 69 90 75 62 52 68 96 | 120 93 | 116 
February 80 116 | 110 | 121 116 | 108 | 125 119 | 110 | 110 120 | 119 | 117 
March 119 118 | 107 | 124 119 | 108 | 127 118 | 102 | 121 138 | 117 | 120 
April 109 106 | 104 | 106 109 | 106 | 110 111 | 102 | 101 111 | 109 | 105 
May 106 99 97 | 109 97 95 | 112 105 99 | 108 112 | 107 | 117 
June pee ne 90 104 79 85 104 75 88 100 80 83 107 97 96 
July — ie 67 89 72 79 85 66 79 91 65 75 71 79 86 
August we = 71 90 75 | 106 89 77 | 110 82 69 | 110 85 67 95 
September ... 137 103 | 113 | 119 105 | 117 | 124 105 | 113 | 123 9] 98 97 
October 138 118 | 11] 127 124 | 115 | 133 115 | 110 | 132 97 99 | 105 
November ... 122 105 95 | 109 106 92 | 109 110 | 103 | 122 88 79 86 
December 106 74 70 77 71 65 77 69 71 76 84 78 80 
Year 100 | 100 | 93 | 103 100 | 92 | 105 100 | 91 | 101 100 | 97 | 100 
; Stocks (at end of month) - 
January — =~ 95 108 | 112 | 121 90 | 104 | 116 | 130 96 | 113 | 114 | 144] 103 | 108 | 110 | 114 71 
February 107 103 | 111 | 116 102 | 113 | 123 111 | 119 | 143 103 | 114 | 113 
March 106 98 | 111 | 108 98 | 115 | 115 106 | 119 | 135 91 {| 113 | 101 
April ose 103 93 | 108 | 103 92 | 110 | 106 98 | 117 | 127 86 | 110 | 101 
May seo ose 99 94 | 108 97 92 | 111 99 92 | 119 | 122 92 | 107 93 
June nn _— 94 95 | 112 | 103 95 | 117 | 105 93 | 133 | 127 89 | 104 97 
July 101 102 | 125 | 108 104 | 133 | 114 97 | 143 | 129 104 | 116 97 
August lll 105 | 127 99 107 | 136 | 102 103 | 147 | 115 103 | 120 94 
September ... 107 105 | 119 88 108 | 126 90 101 | 139 | 101 104 | 117 85 
October 101 99 | 113 80 100 | 119 79 95 | 136 92 104 | 113 79 
November ... nls 95 96 | 111 80 96 | 118 81 90 | 133 90 108 | 112 79 
December ... ae 81 102 | 111 85 102 | 120 88 101 | 134 99 108 | 105 78 
Year 100 100 | 114 99 100 | 119 | 103 100 | 129 | 119 100 | 112 94 
























































* Purchase tax has been omitted in computing the value of both sales and stocks, but the figures are not corrected for changes 


in prices. 
t Based on 1935 to 1938. 


t Including exports, which form only a small part of the total. 
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Announcements 


Note: Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents, 


or direct from H.M. Stationery Office. 
Corrigendum 


The statement that “Stewarts and Lloyds Ltd. and Tube 
Investments Ltd. own 50 per cent. of each other’s share capital ” 
should be deleted from the article on “‘ The Structure of British 
Industry ” in the issue of the Board of Trade Journal dated 24th 
February. 


Furniture and Auction Orders 


1. The Board of Trade after consultation with the Central 
Price Regulation Committee have made the following new 
Orders :— 

The General Furniture (Maximum Prices and Charges and 
Miscellaneous Provisions) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 238, 
price 5d.); The General Furniture (Control) Order, 1945 
(S. R. & O. 1945 No. 219, price 1d.) ; and the Sales by Auction 
and Tender (Control) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 220, 
price 1d.). 

These Orders make certain amendments to The General 
Furniture (Maximum Prices and Charges and Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Order, 1944, and the General Furniture (Control) 
Order, 1944, and minor consequential amendments to The Sales 
by Auction and Tender (Control) Order, 1944. 


2. The Schedule 

The Schedule of ceiling prices for certain categories of furniture 
has been reprinted in its entirety, and a number of changes 
have been made. The most important of these changes are as 
follows :— 


Wardrobes. (i) The prices of all Class B wardrobes not ex- 
ceeding 2 ft. 8 in. (items 19-24 inclusive) are increased by £2. 

(ii) “‘ Semi-fitted ”’ is now defined as ‘“‘ fitted with not less 
than 2 or more than 7 sliding trays, drawers or trouser racks or 
compartments with glass fronts,” and “ fully fitted” is now 
defined as ‘‘ fitted with more than 7 sliding trays, drawers or 
trouser racks, or compartments with glass fronts.” 


Dressing Chests (without Mirrors). Where these are of an 
overall height exceeding 3 ft., they are now classified with 
‘chests.” Where they are of an overall height not exceeding 
3 ft., they remain in the Schedule of ‘‘ Dressing Chests, Dressing 
Tables and Writing Tables (without mirror).” 


Chests, Millinery Chests, Miniature Wardrobes. (i) The 
height limitation of 5 ft., which so far has only applied to the 
Miniature Wardrobe now applies to all items of this Group. 

(ii) The prices of all Class B and Class C items are increased by 
approximately 25 per cent. 


Washstands. (i) An addition of 25 per cent. to the Schedule 
price may be made where the article has a bow or serpentine 
front. 

(ii) An addition of 5s. per square foot of glass may be made to 
the Schedule price where mirrored or plate glass tops or backs are 
fitted to the washstand. 


Chairs. Increased prices are allowed for chairs with up- 
holstered seats covered in leather, moquette, woollen tapestry or 
hair seating. These prices are :— 


S «8, d. 

Class A, without arms 2 0 6 
witharms ... sae sia ww wo 0 @ 

Class B, without arms 310 0 
with arms... wits one 5. 5 0 


Fireside Chairs. (i) The Schedule now includes only fireside 
chairs covered in cotton tapestry, plain lining, cretonne, cotton 
velour or leather cloth. 

(ii) Fireside chairs with springs not made of metal, or with 
metal springs each covered with tubular woven fabric are 
excluded. 


Easy Chairs and Settees. All the prices are increased by 
approximately 25 per cent. 


Sideboards. (i) Sideboards of a width exceeding 4 ft. 9 in. are 
now excluded. 

(ii) The prices of all sideboards exceeding 4 ft. 3 in. but not 
exceeding 4 ft. 9 in. are reduced by approximately 10 per cent. 


Tables (Class A only). (i) This Schedule has been entirely 


recast and now reads as follows :— 
d. 


— eo 


£ 
Tables up to and including 3 ft. 6 in. in length ke OC 
Tables exceeding 9 ft. 6 in. but not exceeding 4ft.6in.2 5 0 
Tables exceeding 4 ft. 6 in. but not exceeding 5ft.6in. 3 5 0 


New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


(ii) An addition of 5s. to the Schedule price may be made 
where the table has one drawer ; where the table has more than 
one drawer, an addition of 5s. may be made for the first drawer 
and 7s. 6d. for each additional drawer. 

(iii) Extending tables are excluded. 

The Schedule of draw-leaf, telescope and gate-legged tables 
remains unaltered. 

Break Fronts. An addition, of 10 per cent. to the Schedule price 
is now permitted for certain articles having a break front as 
defined in Part II to the Schedule. 


3. Records 

A number of relaxations have been made in the requirements 
laid down in the General Furniture (Control) Order, 1944, 
regarding entries in the Stock Record, price tickets and Identity 
do¢uments. 

(i) The period of seven days within which traders were required 
to complete the necessary entries in the Stock Record and 
Repair Register and to attach Price tickets is extended to fourteen 
days. 

(ii) If a trader buys unscheduled furniture in a quantity of not 
less than one dozen, identical articles, and the retail selling price 
of each article is less than £6 10s. (inclusive of Purchase Tax), 
then 

(a) he can enter the acquisition of the dozen articles in the 
Stock Record as one item ; 

(b) he need not enter the sale of these articles in the Stock 
Record at all ; 

(c) he need not attach separate price tickets to each article ; 
one ticket stating the price of the individual articles will be 
sufficient for the whole quantity. 

(iii) A trader need not see and record particulars from a cus- 
tomer’s Identity document ona retail sale of unscheduled furniture 
of less than £6 10s. (inclusive of Purchase Tax). 

(iv) The manufacturer’s licence number need not be entered 
on the price tickets in the case of new or reconstructed furniture. 

(v) When furniture is sold under a Hire Purchase Agreement, 
the cash selling price may be entered in the Stock Record instead 
of the Hire Purchase price. 


4. Re-possessed Furniture 

Certain small changes have been made in the previous dealing 
with re-possessed furniture. 

(i) The rules for bringing this furniture into the Stock Record 
have been amended so as to return to the rules laid down in the 
previous Furniture Order, the General Furniture (Maximum 
Prices, Maximum Charges and Records) Order, 1942 (see Board 
of Trade Journal, 26th December, 1942, page 551), as amended 
by the General Furniture (Maximum Prices, Maximum Charges 
and Records) Order, 1943 (see Board of Trade Journal, 20th March 
1943, page 105). 

(ii) Where a trader has returned to him a single article in- 
cluded in a Hire Purchase Agreement, the maximum price at 
which this article may be resold is its original cash price. The 
rules for bringing such single articles into the Stock Record have 
been adjusted accordingly. 

5. Repairs 

Provision has been made for the working proprietor who 
carries out all or part of the repairs himself to take as his “* amount, 
paid for direct labour ” an amount which would be a reasonable 
remuneration for the actual work done. 


6. Definition of Furniture 

Metal office equipment is excluded from the scope of the Order ; 
and mirrors are defined so as to exclude from the Order mirrors 
which are in fact shop or builders’ fittings. 


7. Advertisements 

Provision has been made for the granting of licences by 
Chairmen of Local Price Regulation Committees for the adver- 
tising of furniture for sale under a box number in cases where 
the Chairman is satisfied that it would be a hardship for the 
owner to be obliged to insert his name and address in the adver- 
tisement. These licences should be obtained from Chairmen by 
the owner of the furniture. In general licences will be granted 
only where hotels, boarding houses, schools or similar concerns 
are being advertised for sale as businesses complete with contents. 


Furniture Sold by Mail Order 


The General Furniture (Control) Order, 1944 (see Board of 
Trade Journal, 29th July 1944, page 273) requires a trader 
to see and record particulars from a customer’s identity card 
before completing the sale of any furniture, and this requirement 
has led to difficulty when furniture is sold by mail order. 

The amending Order, Sales by Auction and Tender (Control 
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Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 220, price 1d.), which comes 
into operation on 12th March 1945, permits a trader to sell by 
retail unscheduled furniture the price of which amounts to less 
than £6 10s. (including Purchase Tax) without obtaining the 
production of the customer’s identity card. Identity cards must 
still be produced where any scheduled furniture, or unscheduled 
furniture amounting to £6 10s. or more, is sold by mail order, and 
the Central Price Regulation Committee have made the following 
arrangements in order to enable traders and purchasers to 
satisfy the requirement. 

The Women’s Voluntary Services, which have offices through- 
out England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, have 
agreed to act as a certifying body in these cases. In future, 
therefore, when traders receive orders for furniture by post, 
they should send the customer a form on which he can state in 
writing his name, address and identity card number, and ask 
him to take this statement and his identity card to the nearest 
W.V.S. office. The W.V.S. Centre Organiser, or her deputy or 
the Centre Secretary will then check the statement and will sign 
and date it, certifying that the particulars given in the statement 
correspond with those on the buyer’s identity card. The state- 
ment will be stamped with the W.V.S. office stamp, or in cases 
where the office has no stamp, the name of the Centre Office 
will be written on the statement. The customer should then 
forward this certified statement to the trader supplying the 
furniture. This certification will satisfy the requirements of 
Article 9 of the General Furniture (Control) Order, 1944, and the 
Local Price Regulation Committees will accept it for this purpose. 

In some districts in Scotland, W.V.S. Centre Organisers have 
no offices, but work from their own homes. It is, therefore, 
suggested that when traders receive mail orders from Scotland 
they should mention to the prospective buyer that the address 
of the nearest W.V.S. Centre Organiser can be obtained from the 
W.V.S. County Organiser, whose address, if not in the Telephone 
Directory, can be obtained from the Local Price Regulation 
Committee. 


Utility Upholstery Cloth 


The Board of Trade have made the Upholstery Cloth (Utility) 
(No. 3) Directions (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 225, price 1d.), which 
provide for :— 

(1) An addition to the existing range of utility upholstery 
cloths. The specification number of this new cloth is 5002 
and the manufacturer’s maximum selling price is 4s. 14d. per 
linear yard. 

(2) An increase in the manufacturer’s maximum selling price 
from 4s. 14d. to 4s. 34d. per linear yard for cloth formerly supplied 
under the specification No. 5001. This increase follows an 
increase in the price of yarn. Cloth affected by the increase and 
for which the manufacturer’s maximum selling prive is, therefore, 
4s. 34d, per linear yard is marked No. 5001/444. 

Cloths 5001/444 and 5002, like those already specified 
(Nos. 5000 and 5001), may be supplied (either directly or through 
wholesalers of Utility fabric), only to persons who require them 
for the production of Utility furniture under the authority of a 
Board of Trade licence, and who endorse each buying order to 
that effect. The cloths must be used exclusively in the manu- 
facture (but not re-covering) of Utility furniture. 


Utility Apparel 


The Board of Trade, after consultation with the Central Price 
Regulation Committee, have issued the Utility Apparel (Maxi- 
mum Prices and Charges) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 1945 No. 184, 
price 3d.) which comes into operation on 12th day of March 1945, 
and will be on sale on that day. This Order amends and consoli- 
dates the provisions of the Utility Apparel (Maximum Prices 
and Charges) Order, 1943 (see Board of T'rade Journal, 3rd April 
1943, page 335), as amended by subsequent Orders (see Board 
of Trade Journal, 10th July 1943, page 257, 18th December 
1943, page 475, 12th February 1944, page 54, 25th March 
1944, page 114, 29th April 1944, page 158, and Ist July 1944, 
page 241), and the Utility Braces (Maximum Prices) Order, 
1943 (see Board of Trade Journal, 17th July 1943, page 265). 
All these Orders are revoked, but, as explained below, some of the 
related schedules remain in force. 

The Order continues the arrangement adopted in the earlier 
Orders of setting out the ceiling prices for wholesalers and 
retailers in a series of related schedules. There are no changes of 
substance in the Order itself, except those consequent on the 
addition of fur apparel to the range of utility garments to which 
the Order applies. 

The principal changes affecting the related schedules are :— 

(1) The following entirely new schedules are added :— 

(a) No. 10—Oilskins. Distributors’ ceilings are given for oil- 
skin garments of types suitable for wear by fishermen and other 
outdoor workers. 

(6) No. 11—Waterproofs. This contains distributors’ ceilings 
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for certain double texture waterproofs and infants’ single texture 
waterproofs made from 4-figure utility cloths. 

It also contains prices for a few waterproof garments trans- 
ferred from other related schedules the prices of which have not 
been altered. 

(c) No. 12—Nurses’ Uniforms. 

(d) No. 13—Fur Apparel. 

These schedules are consequent on the introduction into the 
utility scheme of specifications and ceiling prices for garments of 
these types. 

(2) Two new schedules (Nos. 1s—Men’s, Youths’ and Boys’ 
Outerwear, and 84—Gloves) replace schedules Nos. 1a and 8. 
These schedules give effect to changes which have already been, 
or will shortly be made, in the Directions applying to manufac- 
turers of these goods. In particular, schedule 1B provides for 
increased prices for certain boys’ and youths’ blazers, boys’ 
velveteen knickers, men’s and youths’ cotton gaberdine rain- 
coats and boys’ cotton gaberdine trench coats. It also gives 
prices for lumber jackets, boys’ and youths’ blazers, small boys’ 
knickers, youths’ raincoats and boys’ trench coats made from 
cloths which have only recently been specified for these garments. 
In addition, the size range for certain types of boys’ knickers 
now includes sizes smaller than 0000. 

Schedule 8a provides for increases in distributors’ ceiling 
prices for the entire range of utility leather and fabric gloves, 
corresponding to the increases recently made in the manufac- 
turers’ ceiling prices, and also includes ceiling prices for 13 new 
specifications. 

(3) Schedule No. 14 contains the ceiling prices for utility 
braces. These were hitherto fixed by a separate order which, 
for convenience, has now been consolidated with this Order. 
The previous prices are not changed. 

(4) The other related schedules issued under the revoked 
Orders are continued in force and are not reprinted. 

(5) Four Supplements to related schedules 34 (Women’s and 
Maids’ Outerwear), 48 (Women’s and Maids’ Underwear), 5a 
(Domestic and Industrial Overalls), and 7 (Girls’ and Infants’ 
Apparel) are issued under this Order. 

These supplements contain certain amendments which were 
made under the Orders now revoked, and which it is necessary 
to preserve in force. Those to schedules Nos. 34 and 7 also pro- 
vide for increases in the ceiling prices of cotton gaberdine rain- 
coats for women and girls respectively and make certain other 
minor charges. Corresponding increases in manufacturers’ 
raincoat ceiling prices for these garments will shortly be made. 


Related Schedules— 
No. 1s—Men’s, youths’ and boys’ outerwear (price 3d.). 
No. 8a—Gloves ats ve ae 2d.). 
) 


No. 10—Oilskins (price 2d.). 
No. 11—Waterproofs (price 2d.) 
No. 12—Nurses’ uniforms (price 2d.). 
No. 13—Fur apparel (price 1d.), 
No. 14—Braces (price 1d.). 


Supplements 

Supplement No. 1 to related schedule No. 34.—(Women’s and 
Maids’ Outerwear) (price 1d.). 

Supplement No. 1 to related schedule No. 48—(Women’s and 
Maids’ Underwear (price 1d.). 

Supplement No. 1 to related schedule No. 5a—(Domestic and 
Industrial Overalls) (price 1d.). 

Supplement No. 1 to related schedule No. 7—(Infants’ and 
Girls’ Apparel) (price 1d.). 


New Clothing Coupon Poster 


The Board of Trade wish to remind traders that the new 
poster, which is now being distributed, must be displayed from 
lst April wherever rationed goods are being sold. 

The poster draws.the attention of customers to the restricted 
use of Service coupons, Merchant Navy coupons and _ loose 
coupons. It also gives a warning that it is an offence to use 
coupons before they become valid or to deposit them with a 
trader except against a specific order. 

Any retailer who has not received copies of this poster should 
ask his local Chamber of Commerce or Chamber of Trade. 


Trading with the Enemy 
ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 


VESSELS AGAINST WHICH DISCRIMINATION IS BEING EXERCISED 
BY THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMIO WARFARHB 


(a) Shipowners on the Statutory List 


Shippers, banks and other financial and commercial concerns 
are hereby notified that the following vessels belong to owners 
who are included in the Statutory List, and that it is an offence 
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against the Trading with the Enemy Act for any shipper to 
make use of such vessels. Shipments by such vessels in addition 
to being liable to seizure render the shippers or those connected 
with the consignment liable to prosecution. 








Vessel Flag Tons Owners or Charterers 

Galatasaray . wee Turkey 724 Sadikoglu, Aslan, Kaptan 
Crespi (ex Jose 

Trujillo) ... a Spain 338 Cia Comercial Maritima de Trans- 

portes S.A. 

San Juan IT.... ose Ditto r =6§52 Ditto 
Rigel (ex Tercio 

Montejurra) one Ditto 549 Ditto 
Maribel eee ons Ditto 398 Ditto 
Salvador ove oes Ditto 130 Ditto 
Alcora ius ons Ditto 216 Ditto 
Linette eae con Ditto 398 Ditto 
Almagro ‘ a Argentina 282 A. M. Delfino y Cia 
San Martin .. Ditto 220 Ditto 
Comodoro Rivadavia Ditto 4,482 Argentina Neuva Cia General de 


Navegacion 
Rio Blanco 


(ex apnea ae Ditto 1,827 Ditto 

Atleta : = Ditto 105 —— Empresa de Remolca- 

ores 

Ciclope vou y= Ditto 173 Ditto 

Coloso — ste Ditto 247 Ditto 

Gigante ave oe Ditto 236 Ditto 

Goliat eis asd Ditto 237 Ditto 

Hercules _ den Ditto 173 Ditto 

Samson ee ase Ditto 237 Ditto 

Titan Ditto 188 Ditto 

San Rafael Archangel Spain 98 Julio Gonsales Martin, Las 
(ex Delfin) Palmas 

Maria del Pilar G. (ex 
Maria Bonmatti) Ditto 54 Ditto 

Presidente Mitre Argentina 372 Cia Argentina Comercia e In- 


dustrial de Pesqueria 


Presidente Roca... Ditto 412 Ditto 

Carvalho - Portugal 27 Henrique Da Silva Pinto Ferro 
Maria 3° one ve Ditto 56 Pedro Joao de Sousa 
Maria 5° is es Ditto 56 Ditto 

Guadiana 4°... oes Ditto 13 Ditto 

Maria Menuela i Ditto 10 Ditto 

Blanca de C... one Spain 285 Ramon Carranza 
Reina Victoria kes Ditto 162 Ditto 

Paco Nino ... oat Ditto 30 Ditto 

San Vicente .. oa Ditto 40 Ditto 

Paco. Jas Ditto 300 | Jose Leon Carranza 


Negro. (trawler) (ex 
Purification Costas 
Maravilla)... Ditto 109 

Blanco (trawler) (ex 
Manuel Gestoso 


Viuda de Botello (Senora Gally) 


Chicha) ... das Ditto 109 Ditto 
Antonio Chicha 
(trawler) .. Ditto 112 — Gestoso Costas 
Jose Chicha (trawler) Ditto ? ditto 
Atlantides ... Sweden 9,650 Redert a Atlantides 
Solvik si Ditto 649 Ditt 
Miguel Caldenty ant Spain 74 Juan aoe A. Bou 
Nuevo Corazon oe Ditto 122 Ditto 
San Cayetano Argentina 400 “Cardimex’’ Comp. Argentin 


de Eoin y Exportacion 
S.A. 


Nuestra Senora de la 











Almudena.. Spain 41 Otto Gerdtzen 
Manen ons oa Ditto 398 Angel Rivas Suardiaz 
Skansen ahs sn Sweden 744 —e Kemiskt-Tekniskt 
A/B 
Nordanbris “= aeaiiey Ditto 8.971 Rede ri daa Bellatrix 
Ostbris 2 Ditto 978 Ditt 
Sunnanbris ... Sie Ditto 8,721 Rederi A/B Erious 
Westbris sis seh Ditto 972 Ditto 
His Africa ... hie Spain 85 Salah Ben Hamza 
Antares “ saa Ditto _ Cia Comercia Maritimal de 
Transportes S.A. 
Polar ses one Ditto _ Ditto 
Chiqui ss or Ditto 398 Angel Rivas Suardias 
Antonio Diaz awe Ditto 36 Jose Maria Delgado 
Faro de Buda oon Ditto 226 Atlantida Astilleros and Con- 
strucciones S.A. 
Faro de Salou bus Ditto 226 Ditto 
Faro de Oropesa ... Ditto 226 Ditto 
Faro de Canet one Ditto 226 Ditto 
Carmen Freixas een Ditto 349 Agencia Freixas 
Coname 1° ... eS Ditto 489 Comp. Naviera dei Mediterraneo 
A.S. 
Condecorado... na Ditto 567 Hijos de M. Condeminas 
Condestable ... een Ditto 516 Ditto 
Sancho Panza ave Ditto 197 Christina Suardiaz 
Santa Ana ... ahs Ditto 822 Marles y Serra en C, 
Carmelita... pes Ditto 117 Jeronimo Yipland (effective 
owner) 
Norte... ‘tale jas Ditto 26 Jesus Franquesa (nom. owner) 
Arabert oud ee Sweden 2,840 Rederi A/B Solstad 
Arasvall = see Ditto 2,900 Ditto 
Procyon ‘ae ae Ditto 399 | Cia Comercial Maritime 
Transportes S.A. 
Canopus siete sui Ditto 399 Ditto 
F. Goya ese av Ditto — Angel Rivas Suardiaz 
Plencia IT Ditto 78 Cia Comercial Maritime de 
Transportes S.A. 
Ampurdan ... sas Spain 218 ag de Viuda de Enrique 
llueca 
Enrique Tlueca ois Ditto 685 Ditto 
Juan Illueca (ex Vi- 
cente la Roda) ... Ditto 1,508 Ditto 
Punta Azamor oes Ditto 151 Ditto 
Punta Poloma ase Ditto 157 Ditto 
Rosa N. Illueca Ditto 795 Ditto 
Faro de Benicarlo ... Ditto 226 Atlantida Antilleros and Con- 
stucciones S.A. 
Faro de Peniscola ... Ditto 226 Ditto 
Pilar ... ois see Ditto 31 Jose Garcia Reboredo Isla 
Mari Carmen L. ... Ditto 389 Cia Comercial Maritima de 
Transportes, S.A. 
Barcla ous ous Ditto 241 Navales Barcia-Manolo Barcia 
ie one eee Ditto 98 Ditto 
Maninos < ide Ditto 114 Ditto 
Olga ... ia’ eee Ditto 94 Ditto 
Tarragona ... eee Ditto 825 | Sucr. de Viuda de Enrique Dluec: 
Egon aa < Sweden 356 Rederi A/B Egon 
Liban... ie ar Ditto 217 Ditto 
Ludwig ese vas Ditto 358 Ditto 
Sven... ~— sen Ditto 238 Ditto 
Granskar... = Ditto 1,000 Battjanst A/B 





Masen eee een Ditto 1,316 Rederi Sjostjarman A/B 
Nisse ... one eee Ditto 1,160 A/B Svenska Hamburglinjen. 
Knut oon aoe Ditto 1,040 Ditto 

Araton ose eee Ditto _ Arafart A/B. 
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Spain 
BOOKS, CATALOGUES AND TRADE LITERATURE 


United Kingdom exporters to Spain are reminded that books, 
catalogues and trade literature in general despatched by post are 
liable to Customs duty on entry into Spain, and a green Customs 
label must be affixed to all printed paper or other postal packets 
containing such articles. Such advertising material not so for- 
warded is liable to be subject to a fine equal to five to ten times 
the duty chargeable, the addressee being given the option of 
paying the fine or refusing to accept the parcel. 


Fuel and Power Appointment 


The Ministry of Fuel and Power announce that Professor 
Douglas Hay, M.C., B.Sc., has been appointed to be a member 
of the Board for Mining Examinations vice Mr. Robert Clive, 
deceased. 


Coal Tar Products Prices 


The Minister of Fuel and Power announces that in pursuance 
of Regulation 55 of the Defence (General) Regulations, 1939, he 
has made the Coal Tar Products Prices Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 
1945, No. 229, price 1d.). The Order, which came into force on 
5th March, increases the price of Road Tar specified in the 
Seventh Schedule to the Coal Tar Products Prices Order, 1943 
(see Board of Trade Journal, 9th January 1943, page 13) by 4d. 
per gallon. 

The Minister has also approved an increase in the maximum 
basic price of pitch from 50s. to 60s. per ton f.o.r. at producers’ 
works. This price is established by arrangement with the 
producers and no Order is therefore needed. 


Control of Aluminium 


The Control of Aluminium (No. 6) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 
1945, No. 217, price 1d.) made by the Minister of Aircraft Pro- 
duction amends the Control of Aluminium (No. 5) Order so that 
(1) Virgin aluminium, which hitherto has been obtainable from 
and disposable to the Minister of Aircraft Production only, may 
now also be disposed of under a licence and acquired from 
persons who are licensed to dispose of it; and 

(2) Virgin aluminium alloy, which hitherto has beeh disposable 
only if the virgin aluminium content thereof has been acquired 
from the Minister, may now also be disposed of under a licence. 
All enquiries should be addressed to the Ministry of Aircraft 
Production, Light Metals Control, Southam Road, Banbury, 
Oxon. 


Control of Flax 


‘The Minister of Supply has made a further Order relating to the 
control of flax. Article 3 of the Control of Flax (No. 17) Order 
requires certain arisings and left-overs of wet spun flax yarn 
to be held at the disposal of the Minister of Supply, and certain 
statements and returns to be furnished and directions to be 
complied with in respect of such arisings and left-overs. The 
new Order (the Control of Flax (No. 21) Order, 1945 (S. R. & O. 
1945 No. 223, price 1d.) ) and which came into force on 5th March 
1945 excludes from these requirements all arising and left-overs 
imported into or produced in the United Kingdom after 4th 
March 1945. 

Enquiries should be addressed to the Ministry of Supply, Flax 
Control, 87 Eglantine Avenue, Belfast. 


Approval of Permitted Prices 


FOOTBALL BLADDERS MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 
The Control Price Regulation Committee have approved the 
following increased prices for Association and Rugby football 
bladders :— 


Association Rugby 
s. d. i: es 

Manufacturers’ selling amish to closed 

firms i - 1 Sfeach 2 1 each 
Manufacturers’ selling prices ‘to case- 

makers and N.A.A.F.I. ... FAR 2 2 ss 
Wholesale buying price ove a a ae 
Retail buying price mas ane ey aan a) 
Retail selling price eh 310, 46 5 


The above prices are exclusive of Purchase Tax. 


POWELL’S BALSAM OF ANISEED 


With reference to the notice in Board of Trade Journal, 3rd 
March 1945, page 88, Messrs. Newberry & Phillips Ltd., Victoria 
House, Southampton Row, W.C.1, the Wholesaler’s selling price 
for Powell’s Balsam of Aniseed should read : 

“* 16s. 3d. per dozen bottles, exclusive of Purchase Tax.” 








104 THE BOARD OF 


Miners’ Welfare National Scholarship 
Scheme 


The Trustees of the Miners’ Welfare National Scholarship 
Scheme, established by the Miners’ Welfare Commission for the 
provision of University Scholarships for workers in or about 
coal mines and their sons and daughters, have appointed Pro- 
fessor J. F. Duff, LL.D., M.A., M.Ed., Vice-Chancellor of Durham 
University, to be Chairman of the Selection Committee to 
recommend awards under the Scheme. Frofessor Duff formerly 
served as a member on the Committee from 1938 to 1943. 

The Trustees have also appointed Professor W. E. Curtis, 
D.Se., A.R.C.S., F.R.S., to be a member of the Committee. 

The. vacancies on the Committee are due to the retirement in 
accordznce with the Trust Deed of Sir Frank Sibly, K.B.E., 
D.Se., LL.D., on the completion of ten years as Chairman, and 
of Professor A. M. Tyndall, who has completed five years as a 
member of the Committee. 


Argentina 
MARKING OF METAL GOODS 

With reference to the notice under the above heading in Board 
of Trade Journal, 27th January 1945 (page 35), and in previous 
issue of 20th January (page 30), the Counsellor (Commercial) to 
H.M. Embassy at Buenos Aires reports, by telegraph, that he 
understands from enquiries he has made that, although Resolu- 
tion No. 6 applies to all tools and metallic parts if these can be 
sold as separate units, a part of the Resolution will not be en- 
forced for the time being. Consequently it will not be necessary, 
until further notice, to engrave or stamp the origin on imported 
tools, spare parts and other metallic accessories. It will, however, 
be obligatory to state the name of the country of origin by means 
of a label or rubber stamp in each unit of sale in a visible form 
and in as permanent a way as circumstances permit. 


Corn Prices in England and Wales 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries states that the 
average prices of corn per hundredweight in the week ended 
3rd March 1945 were wheat 14s. 7d.; barley, 24s. 1ld.; and 
oats, 18s. 1d. 


Fishery Statistics for England and Wales 


A statement recently issued by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries shows the total quantity and value of sea fish of 
British taking returned as landed in England and Wales during 
the months of January 1945 (preliminary figures) and January 
1938, and for the years 1944 (subject to revision) and 1938, with 
totals for Scotland and Great Britain, as under :— 


Month of January 














Quantity Value 
1945 1938 1945 1938 
ewt. cwt. £ £ 
201,428 1,059,344 628,520 1,026,730 








January-December 











Quantity Value 
1944 1938 1944 1938 
ewt. ewt. £ £ 
3,444,905 15,532,692 10,066,231 12,233,209 











Landings in England and Wales in January 1945, by foreign 
fishing vessels (not included above) totalled 137,394 cwt. valued 
at £446,892, while landings from carrier vessels (not included 
above) amounted to 61,565 cwt. valued at £208,350. 


The Institute of Physics 


The X-ray Analysis Group of the Institute of Physics announced 
that its 1945 Conference (the fourth in the series) will be held on 
12th and 13th April next, at the Royal Institution, London, 
under the chairmanship of Sir Lawrence Bragg. The programme 
includes a lecture by Prof. J. D. Bernal on “The Future of 
X-ray Analysis,” and a series of papers on new and improved 
methods. Discussions are to be included on the equipment of a 


TRADE JOURNAL 10th March 1945 


laboratory for X-ray analysis, the interpretation of X-ray 
diffraction by optical principles, and the proposal to convert 
X-ray wavelengths to absolute values. 

Further particulars may be obtained from Dr. H. Lipson, 
F.Inst.P. (the Honorary Secretary of the Group), Crystallo- 
graphic Laboratory, Free School Lane, Cambridge. 


Postal Notices 


RESTORATION OF PUBLIC TELEGRAPH SERVICE 
WITH BULGARIA 

The Post Office and Cable and Wireless Ltd. announce that on 
and from Ist March the public telegraph service with Bulgaria 
will be restored. English, French, Portuguese or Spanish are the 
only languages admitted, but the use of the following codes is 
authorised :— 

A.B.C. Code, 6th Edition, Acme Commodity and Phrase Code 
and Supplement, Bentley’s Complete Phrase Code, Bentley’s 
Second Phrase Code, Lombard General Code, Lombard Shipping 
Code and Appendix, New Standard Half-word Code, New Stan- 
dard Three-Letter Code, Petersons International Code, 3rd 
Edition. 

The rate for ordinary telegrams is 44d. a word. European 
letter telegrams (ELT) are accepted at the rate of 4s. 83d. for 25 
words and 24d. for each additional word. 

Telegrams of a business nature must be restricted to those 
ascertaining facts and exchanging information. 


SUSPENSION OF CERTAIN POSTAL SERVICES TO 
GEORGETOWN, BRITISH GUIANA 
The Postmaster-General regrets to announce that in conse- 
quence of the destruction by fire of the General Post Office at 
Georgetown, British Guiana, it has been necessary to suspend, 
until further notice, the operation of the registration, insurance 
and parcel post services to that Colony. 


POSTAL SERVICE TO BELGIUM 

The Postmaster-General announces that the limit of weight 
for letters and letter packets for Belgium has been raised to 
4 lb.—postage 3d. for the first ounce and 14d. for each succeeding 
ounce. ~ Registration and express delivery facilities are also 
available, but there is at present no air mail, insured, money order 
or parcel post service. Correspondence for areas in which 
delivery is not at present undertaken will be held by the Belgian 
Post Office until delivery is possible. 

Posters must comply with the Censorship Permit, Export 
Licensing and Currency Control regulations. 


POSTCARD SERVICE TO HOLLAND 


The Postmaster-General announces that the postal service to 
Holland, restricted to non-illustrated postcards on personal 
matters, or on business matters limited to ascertaining facts and 
exchanging information, has been extended to include the towns 
of Bergen op Zoom, Breda, Dongen, Gemert, Helmond, Kaats- 
heuvel, Oosterhout, Oudenbosch, Roosendaal, Veghel, Weert, the 
areas in the immediate vicinity of those towns, and the territory 
south of the river Scheldt including the towns of Axel, Breskens, 
Hulst, Neuzen, Oostburg, and Sas-Van-Gent. 

The rate of postage is 2d. 


LOSS OF 6d. AIR LETTERS 
The Postmaster-General regrets to announce that some of the 
6d. air letters posted on 15th, 16th and 17th of January for 
Australia have been lost through causes other than enemy 
action. 


British Standard Specifications 


COARSE AND FINE AGGREGATES FROM NATURAL 
SOURCES FOR CONCRETE 
In revising B.S. 882, Natural Aggregates, the British Standards 

Institution has covered a much wider field. Although issued in 

one volume, five separate specifications are included :— 

B.S. 882. Coarse and Fine Aggregates from Natural Sources 
for Concrete. 

B.S. 1198. Natural Sands and Crushed Natural Stone Sands for 
Plastering. 

B.S. 1199. Natural Sands and Crushed Natural Stone Sands 
for: (a) External renderings; (6) Cement and 
sand applications or interior walls or floors; and 
(c) Cement and sand applications on expanded 
metal or other metal lathing. 

B.S. 1200. Natural Sands and Crushed Natural Stone Sands for 
Brickwork and Masonry. 

B.S. 1201. Aggregates for Granolithic Floors. 

The specification for concrete aggregates from natural sources 
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(B.S. 882) has been considerably modified and now includes a 
wider range of sizes in both graded and single-sized coarse 
aggregates and two classes of fine aggregate. 

In the plastering and rendering sands specifications (B.S. 1198 
and 1199) two clases of sand are also specified. 

A number of new or modified tests have been added and are 
included as appendices pending a revision of B.S. 812 (Sampling 
and Testing of Mineral Aggregates, Sands and Fillers). 

Copies of this revised specification (B.S. 882) may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W.1. Price 5s. each. 


ASBESTOS CEMENT SPIGOT AND SOCKET FLUE PIPES 
AND FITTINGS FOR GAS APPLIANCES 


The British Standards Institution have just published a 
revision of B.S. 567, Asbestos Cement Spigot and Socket Flue 
Pipes and Fittings for Gas Appliances. This revision has brought 
the specification up to date for post-war building. it shows the 
closest minimum and maximum dimensions that can be attained 
at present for asbestos cement flue pipes and their essential 
fittings and components. Consideration has been given to the 
importance of the efficient assembly of the flue, its connection 
to the appliance and its general installation, also to facilitating 
maintenance of the appliance and flue by avoiding difficulties in 
disconnection. To this end a list and illustrations of the most 
suitable and frequently used fittings are included, together with 
notes on the correct direction of assembly and on a suitable 
cement for the joints. By this means it is hoped to facilitate the 
work of the designer, to establish good practice and to prolong 
the useful life of the flue. 

A similar revision has been made to B.S. 835, Asbestos Cement 
Spigot and Socket Heavy Flue Pipes and Fittings. 

Copies of this Specification (B.S. No. 567) may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W.1. Price 2s. each. 


WOOD DOORS, WOOD STAIRS AND WOOD WINDOWS 


The British Standards Institution has just revised the following 
three specifications on a peace-time basis :—B.S. 459. Wood 
Doors ; B.S. 585. Wood Stairs ; and B.S. 644. Wood Windows. 

B.S. 459 is to be in two parts. Part 1 for Panelled and Glazed 
Wood Doors is now published and covers dowelled, morticed and 
tenoned doors for internal and external purposes, and garage 
doors. Seven types of panelled doors for exterior use are given 
and seven types for interior use and eight types of glazed doors. 
The dimensions and construction of the doors is specified together 
with the position of the locks, letter plates and postal knockers, 


and the hinges. Thereis one height specified 6 ft. 6 in. and the - 


widths vary from 2 ft. to 2 ft. 9 in. for panelled doors, 2 ft. 6 in. to 
3 ft. 10 in. for glazed doors and one width of 7 ft. for garage 
doors. The recommended method of glazing is included in an 
appendix. 

Part 2 for Flush Doors is in course of preparation. 

B.S. 644. Part 1 covers the quality and design of wood case- 
ment windows, casement doors and frames, outward opening 
types. It provides for five heights of windows ranging from 
2 ft. 6 in. to 5 ft. 6 in. and five widths from 1 ft. 5} in. to 7 ft. 
10 in. There are two heights of casement doors with three 
widths to each height. One of the principal aims of this British 
Standard is to reduce production costs by the avoidance of 
multiplicity of types and sizes. The window and door units 
have been designed to fit the dimensions of brick openings deter- 
mined by the sizes of bricks laid down in B.S. 657, viz. heights in 
multiples of 3 in. and widths in multiples of 4} in. 

B.S. 585 deals with wood stairs with close strings and is 
intended to cover interior stairs in softwood for houses. The 
proportion of steps and pitch, the width of stairs and length of 
flights, winders, headroom, height of handrail, allowance for 
dressing and construction, as well as gluing and finish are specified. 
These British Standards may be obtained from the British Stand- 
ards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, 8.W.1. Price 2s. 
each. 





KEEP ON BUYING 
Savings Certificates 


15/- becomes 20/6 in 10 years time. Can be purchased 
outright at 15/- each or by instalments by buying 6d. or 2/6 
National Savings Stamps—free of Income Tax. Can be 
cashed at any time by giving a few days’ notice. You will 
get your money with interest to date. 


Maximum individual holding, 500 Certificates. 





— 
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Customs Regulations 
and Tariff Changes 


Australia 
CUSTOMS AND EXCISE TARIFFS 


The Board of Trade have been informed that the Deputy High 
Commissioner for Australia has received a small supply of the 
Australian Customs and Excise Tariffs (as at 6th January 1942) 
which, with amendments to date, may be purchased from the 
Accountant, Australia House, Strand, London, W.C.2, price 
3s. 6d. per copy. 


Kenya 
IMPORTATION OF SPIRITS 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Nairobi reports that Government 
Notice No. 88, published in the Kenya Official Gazette, 23rd 
January, provides for the prohibition on the import of all spirits 
for human consumption (other than Gin, Geneva, Hollands, 
Schnapps or Liqueurs) unless proof to the satisfaction of the 
Commissioner of Customs is produced that the spirits it is sought 
to import have been matured by storage in wood for a period of 
not less than three years. 

The order does not apply to (1) any spirits for human con- 
sumption imported by the Expeditionary Force Institute 
(2) Brandy which the Commissioner of Customs is satisfied, by a 
certificate of the proper authority in the country of export, is 
sound and free from defect and fit for human consumption. 


Kenya and Uganda 
CUSTOMS TARIFF—SALT 


The Board of Trade have received copies of Kenya Govern- 
ment Notice No. 864, dated 20th October 1944, and Uganda 
Legal Notice No. 225, dated 27th October 1944, which provide 
for the deletion of salt from the list of foodstuffs in respect of 
which Customs duties are suspended. (See notice in Board of 
Trade Journal, 18th September 1943, page 347, and subsequent 
notices.) 


United States of America 
CONTROL OF IMPORTS 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in Board 
of Trade Journal, 13th January 1945, page 24, and previous 
notices, the Board of Trade have received a copy of General 
Imports Order M 63, as amended at 28th December 1944. 

A copy of the amended Order can be seen by persons interested 
on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, Hawkins 
House, Dolphin Square, London, S.W.1. 


SIMPLIFICATION OF WORK GLOVES 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of United States 
Conservation Order M-375 as amended at 22nd January 1945 
which governs the manufacture and sale of work gloves. 

A copy of the Order can be seen by persons interested on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, Hawkins 
House, Dolphin Square, London, S.W.1. 





Trade and Industry 
British India 
CROP CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given :— 

Orissa, 19th February. Standing crops are thriving. 

Punjab, 19th February. Standing crops are average to good. 

Central Provinces, 16th February. It is reported that rust has 
affected the wheat crop considerably in the Hoshangabad district, 
particularly in the Narsinghpur sub-division where severe damage 
is apprehended. Standing crops of rabi are satisfactory. Cotton 
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picking is completed in Wardha and Yeotmal and the harvesting 
of wheat has commenced in the Betul and Buldana districts. 
Bihar, 19th February. Standing crops are fair. 
Bengal, 14th February. Standing crops are favourable. 
Assam, 26th February. Crop prospects are fair to good. 


Canada 


ONTARIO AND QUEBEC WATER-POWER 

Ontario. Actual construction of power projects during 1944 
by The Hydro-Electric Power Commission of Ontario was 
limited to an extension of the Alexander Development on the 
Nipigon River, states the Annual Review of Hydro-Electric 
Progress in the Dominion published by the Dominion Water and 
Power Bureau, Department of Mines and Resources of Canada, 
Ottawa. The extension consists of the installation of a fourth 
unit at this plant, for which provision was made by the construc- 
tion of the headworks when this plant was built. The new unit 
consists of a fixed blade propeller-type turbine, rated at 19,000 
horse-power under a head of 57 feet and a generator rated at 
15,000 kv.a. Construction commenced in February 1944, and 
the unit is expected to be in operation by July 1945. With the 
completion of this unit, the plant will have a rated capacity of 
73,000 horse-power. 

In December 1943, the transmission line built to supply power 
in the Steep Rock Lake area came into service and the pumping 
plants began to lower the level in Steep Rock Lake in order to 
give access to the iron ore deposits below the bed of the lake. 
The operations at Steep Rock Lake involved the removal of the 
Moose Lake plant of the Seine River Power Company from 
service as a generating station. A portion of the power supplied 
by the transmission line is replacement power supplied to the 
Ontario and Minnesota Power Company, in lieu of the output of 
this plant. 

Detailed surveys were made by the Commission of a power 
site near the mouth of the Aguasabon River. The water supply 
for this site comes, in part, from the Long Lake Diversion 
project. Data supplementary to that secured in earlier surveys, 
particularly respecting water levels and flow, were obtained at 
a number of other sites. Work continued on the Niagara River 
remedial weir. The weir was completed and the work discon- 
tinued in September. 

During the year about 460 miles of rural distribution lines were 
built by the Commission. The total number of miles in service 
is now 21,137. 

Quebec. Following the great increase in hydro-electric 
capacity brought about by the war effort in Quebec province 
during the previous two years, no new installations were made 
during 1944 as the power supply was over-abundant to satisfy 
all war industries and other demands. Activities were confined 
mainly to improving transmission network and _ substation 
facilities. The Quebec Hydro-Electric Commission (formerly 
Montreal Light, Heat and Power Consolidated) devoted attention 
to improving flow and head conditions by dredging operations in 
the Beauharnois Canal, as well as providing the necessary 
excavation for the future ship channel in the canal. The Alu- 
minum Company of Canada limited its attention to making final 
transmission line switching connections and to improving the 
grounds around the power stations. Shawinigan Water and 
Power Company undertook important extensions to its rural 
electrification system, and further extension will be made in 
1945. 

On the Southern Canada Power Company’s system, the 
13,200-volt transmission system from Sherbrooke, feeding the 
fast Angus, Sawyerville district, has been equipped for operation 
at 22,000 volts. A 50,000-volt regulator of large capacity has 
been installed at St. Cesaire to improve supply conditions in the 
St. Johns, Farnham area. New switchboard and control equip- 
ment has been installed in several of the principal substations, 
and distribution voltage at Granby and other towns has been 
raised from 2,300 volts to 4,000 volts. New transforming facili- 
ties have been installed to increase substantially the supply 
capacity to the 13,200-volt transmission system feeding the St. 
Germain, St. Guillaume, St. David district. Rural line exten- 
sions bringing electric service to farm customers has proceeded 
at an unusual rate throughout the territory served by the 
Company. 

In its plant at Waltham, P.Q., on the Black River, the Pem- 
broke Electric Light Company replaced two units of 900 h.p. 
each with a new unit of 2,500 h.p. giving a net increase of 700 h.p. 
La Sarre Power Company in north-western Quebec intends to 
connect its system with that of the Upper Ottawa, No. 7 
Rapid plant. 

The Quebec Streams Commission successfully maintained the 
desired regulation of flow on controlled rivers through its exten- 
sive system of storage reservoirs in various parts of the province. 
The Commission now controls twenty-eight reservoirs on the 
following rivers: St. Maurice, St. Francois, Gatineau, Lievre, 
North, Mitis, du Loup, Ste. Anne-de-Beaupre, and on Lake 
Kenogami. The Mitis dam was reconstructed and a dam was 
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erected at the outlet of Lake Morin, tributary to river du Loup. 
Dams were also completed on small lakes in the North River 
drainage for storage purposes. 


SOURCES OF IMPORTS, JANUARY-NOVEMBER 1944 

The External Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics, Ottawa, has recently issued the following figures 
showing the principal sources of imports during November last 
and the first eleven months of 1944, together with the comparative 
figures for 1943, as under :— 





| November | Jan.—Nov. 


Countries 














1944 1943 | 1944 1943 
Thousalnd dollars 
All countries 141,617 | 160,311 | 1,631,682 | 1,600,205 
Empire countries 19,127 23,598 203,549 221,520 
British South 
Africa ae 454 494 4,686 2,892 
British West 
Africa _ 562 39 4,069 2,344 
British India ... 2,517 1,771 26,802 15,146 
Ceylon... ave 614 14 4,262 5,402 
3ritish Guiana 346 1,158 6,994 7,567 
Barbados so 605 1,093 7,729 4,755 
Jamaica sil 493 307 12,094 8,107 
Newfoundland 1,004 703 8,801 6,807 
Australia aa 356 566 10,814 10,009 
New Zealand ... | 206 3,869 7,920 24,145 
United King- | 
dom ee Mee |b yy 12,803 101,204 126,398 
Foreign countries 122,490 | 136,713 | 1,428,133 | 1,378,685 
United States... 116,087 130,935 1,344,281] 1,312,168 
Argentina ae 548 773 8,871 9,320 
Brazil ... eit 567 656 6,891 4,018 
Colombia | 1,094 1,279 12,790 3,656 
Caba. ... see 260 403 4,061 8,493 
Mexico... 988 799 11,902 11,443 
San Domingo... 332 51 4,211 128 
Switzerland 77 225 3,872 3,572 
Venezuela 1,374 463 12,601 5,416 

















CHIEF IMPORT GROUPS JANUARY-NOVEMBER 1944 

The following table gives particulars issued by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa, of the values of the principal 
import groups during November last and the first eleven months 
of 1944, together with the comparative figures for 1943, as 
under :— 





| November Jan.—Nov. 








Group |————$—-, ——- — —| —- — — -— , —-—_ — — 
| 1944 | 1943 1944 1943 
Thousan/d dollars 
Agricultural products} 15,220 17,048 196,629 157,956 
Animal products ... 3,411 3,063 32,536 33,844 
Fibres and textiles... 17,628 19,116 174,468 180,845 
Wood and paper ... 3,932 3,684 40,135 $7,151 
Iron and products... 30,926 | 38,549 398,601 388,863 
Non-ferrous metals 7,602 10,723 99,383 105,813 
Non - metallic min- 
erals one ... | 24,682 23,748 | 252,855 | 230,858 
Chemicals ... sed 6,654 6,677 74,962 64,864 
Miscellaneous com- 
modities*... ... | 81,561 | 37,703 | 362,114 | 400,011 
| 








* Include certain military stores. 


World Wheat Situation 
PRODUCER COUNTRIES 

In a review of the world wheat situation the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics, Ottawa, stated that the wheat harvest was being com- 
pleted in both Australia and Argentina, with production esti- 
mated at well below average in both countries. The first official 
estimate of the Argentine crop was 166-7 million bushels as 
compared with an average crop of 240 million bushels for the 
ten year period 1932-41. Australia’s new crop is still estimated 
at 50 million bushels as against the 1932-41 average of 162 
million bushels. The combined contribution of these two 
Southern Hemisphere countries to the world’s wheat supply is, 
therefore, little more than 50 per cent. of average. 

Since Argentina will carry over approximately 150 million 
bushels of unsold wheat into the new crop year, her total 
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available supplies in 1945 will approximate 315 million bushels. 
If allowance is made for a domestic consumption of 110 million 
bushels for seed, feed and food in 1944-45, Argentina will still 
possess over 200 million bushels for export in this new crop year 
or carryover at 30th November 1945. P 

Wheat exports from Argentina during the war years have 
ranged from 72 to 134 million bushels. In the crop year ended 
30th November 1944, export shipments totalled about 92 million 
bushels. In addition to the exportable surplus of 200 million 
bushels, there remains in Argentina some 30 million bushels 
under contract to Spain. Thus it appears likely that there will 
be a substantial carryover in this South American country at 
30th November 1945. This situation may be modified, however, 
if the progress of the war should make more shipping available. 
The foregoing analyses, moreover, leaves out of account the 
possible use of wheat for fuel in 1945. Short of coal and petro- 
leum Argentina burned over 50 million bushels of wheat in 
1943-44. 

tather than adding to the world’s exportable surplus, Aus- 
tralia has this year produced little more than half of her own 
domestic needs. In the light of requirements for the armed 
forces in the South-west Pacific and the high rate of disappearance 
of wheat into domestic feed channels, it is considered possible 
that it may be necessary to import wheat. 

Decreasing stockpiles of wheat in the Southern Hemisphere 
are offset by continued large supplies in North America, United 
States, where supplies appear sufficient to permit of exporting 
up to 100 million bushels in the current crop year. Canada’s 
stockpile of wheat, over and above domestic requirements, 
exceeded 550 million bushels at 1st December last. 

With this supply picture as background members of the 
Dominion-Provincial Agricultural Conference recommended that 
wheat acreage in Canada be reduced to 21-5 million acres in 1945. 
It was felt that an increase in coarse-grain acreage to provide 
feed reserves for the present large live stock population was 
desirable. Emphasis was also placed upon the desirability of 
maintaining summer-fallow acreage in the Prairie Provinces as 
a measure of production against low yields during the following 
year, Although agricultural leaders are desirous that Canada 
should be in a position to meet any demands for wheat which 
may be made upon her, they do not wish to see this country 
carrying a burdensome surplus over into the post-war period. 


10th March 1945 





Publications Received 


The British Journal Photographic Almanac 1945. Editor : 
Arthur J. Dalladay, A.Inst.P. 388 pages and a 32-page pic- 
torial photogravure supplement. London: Henry Greenwood 
& Co. Ltd., 24 Wellington Street, London, W.C.2; 3s. 6d. net 
(paper covers) ; 5s. net (cloth bound). 

This interesting and valuable book (the 86th year of publica- 
tion contains in addition to a Pictorial Gravure Supplement, 
many authoritative articles, including “‘The Field of Photo- 
graphy To-morrow,” by The Editors; ‘‘ Photographic Der- 
matitis,’ by L. B. Bourne, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.A.(Eng.), 
A.R.P.S.; “A Compact Copier Attachment for the Leica,” 
by T. F. Langlands; ‘‘ Colour Photography Practice,” by John 
Hinde, F.R.P.S.; “‘U’ Factors,” by E. P. Jeffree, B.Sc., 
A.R.P.S.; ‘‘ pH Measurement by Indicators,” by Richard B. 
Willeock, A.R.P.S. 

Other contents illustrate new methods, processes ani zadgets for 
the most varied branches of photography and are fully described 
in ‘* Epitome of Progress.”’ The glossary explains many terms, 
both photographic and chemical, such as are continually cropping 
up in current literature, but an explanation of which is often far 
to seek. Formule and instructions for the various photographic 
processes, including sub-standard cinematography, colour photo- 
graphy and photographic document copying ; tables, chemicals 
and miscellaneous information; text-books and trade booklets 
dealing with photography and cinematography are all provided. 
The indexes are all at the énd of the book, the index to the text 
occupying five pages. 


British Bulletin of Commerce, Vol. 6, Bulletin No. 118. Ministry 
of Food Survey : 

Prepared’ in close collaboration with the Ministry of Food 
the Survey presents a detailed picture of the operation of one of 
Britain’s most important Ministries—starting from its inaugura- 
tion in 1939 right up to the present day. Totalling well over 100 
pages out of an issue of more than 250 pages, the Survey is 
divided into several sections. There is a chart of the Ministry of 
Food’s Headquarters Organisation, as well as one of its Supply 
Departmental Organisation. In addition to detailed lists and 
addresses of all Directors, Officers, and Regional Groups the 
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Survey presents a number of specially written articles outlining 
various functions of the Ministry. 

A full list of all Ministry of Food Directors, Orders and Con- 
trols, with a Supplement bringing up to date of publication, will 
be of great service to food manufacturers and retailers. 

In the same issue there is a special study of Britain’s consumer 
market ; an important section devoted to sales and advertising 
developments ; articles on packaging, selling, exports, films, and 
post-war planning; and a special 50-page Overseas Trading 
Bulletin Supplement. This last-named gives a full survey of the 
plans now being made by British Export groups and associa- 
tions, together with a revised list of officers and addresses of 
Britain’s 300 export groups. 

The annual subscription to the British Bulletin of Commerce, 
including the Main Surveys and Supplements, is £4 4s. per year, 


from January to December. Volume 7 covers year 1945. The 
Bulletins are obtainable from the Editor, British Bulletin of 
Commerce, 17/18 Henrietta Street, London, W.C.2 (Price 


10s. 6d. 
Statistical Summary of the Bank of England, January 1945. 


The Guaranty Survey, Vol. XXIV, No. 10, 30th January 1945. 
Published by Guaranty Trust Company of New York. 

The British Guiana Commercial Review, Vol. XXVII, No. 11, 
November 1944. Published by the Chamber of Commerce of 
the City of Georgetown, South America. 

The Anglo-Swedish Review, February 1945. Published by the 
Swedish Chamber of Commerce for the United Kingdom, 14 
Trinity Square, London, E.C.3. 

Year Book and Guide of The Rhodesias and Nyasaland with 
Biographies, 1944-45 Edition. Published by Rhodesian Pub- 
lishers Ltd., P.O. Box 1082, Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, 
price 7s. 6d. net. 

A publication of interest and value to all interested in the 
Rhodesias and Nyasaland. 

The Monthly Bulletin of the British Chamber of Commerce 
in Brazil (Inc.), Kio de Janeiro, Vol. XXVI, No. 301, October 
1944. ; 


Monthly Trade Journal of the British Chamber of Commerce of 
Turkey (Incorporated), No. 325 (November 1944) and No. 326 
(December, 1944). 


EDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to The 
Editor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, London, S.W.1 
(Telephone : Whitehall 5140, extension 306). 


SUBSCRIPTION AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to 
the Publishers, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 


London, W.C.2, or b: 


uiches, 


ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion of 
advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal should be 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 421-9 Oxford Street, London, W.1 (Telephone: Mayfair 
7755). 


The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the state- 
ments in the advertisements and the inclusion of any particular 
advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services advertised 
herein have received official approval. 





COMPANY MEETING 


Telecommunication Engineering & 
Manufacturing Association 

The Annual General Meeting of the Telecommunication Engi- 
neering and Manufacturing Association was held on Ist March 
at Brettenham House, Mr T. G. Spencer in the Chair. 

The forma! business included the « loption of the Report and 
Accounts for 1944, the re-electio: the Council and the re- 
appointment of the Auditors. 

Mr. T. A. Eades and Mr. F. T. 
elected as Chairman and Vice-Ch 
current year. 

The formation, in 1943, of this Ass« 
siderable value to the Industry which it represents and has 
already amply justified the anticipations of its founders. Negotia- 
tions with Government Departments are proceeding on several 
matters of common concern to all! firms in the Industry, and a 
number of Committees have been set up to deal with technical 
subject 3. 


kson were unanimously 


man respectively for the 


ciation has preved of con- 





This report is published as an advertisement, 





THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL 


COMPANY MEETING 


London Midland and Scottish 
Railway Company 


RESULT OF YEAR’S WORKING 


The Twenty-second Annual General Meeting of the 
London Midland and Scottish Railway Company, held at 
Euston Station, London, N.W.1, on Friday, 2nd March 
1945. 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Royden, C.H., Chairman of the Com- 
pany, presided. 

WORKSHOPS 


It is at last permissible for me to tell you of the great 
contribution made to the war effort by our workshops in 
addition to the maintenance of our locomotives and rolling 
stock, a task which they have carried out most efficiently. 
As early as 1935 we were considering the part our workshops 
might have to play if war broke out, and already in 1938 
we were building experimental tanks at Crewe. This made 
it possible for us to turn over quickly from locomotive 
construction, and during the first three years of the war 
we built 642 tanks—‘“‘ Cruiser Mark IV’s,”’ ‘‘ Centaurs,”’ 
“*Matildas ” and ‘“ Covenanters,” the last of which was 
designed in our drawing office. In addition to tanks, we 
had at one time over a thousand armament contracts for 
the Navy and Army. Assault boats, catapult trollies, 
bullet-proof shields, guns and gun carriages, shells and 
cartridge cases, armoured trains and bridge units were 
among the urgent tasks we carried out successfully at a 
time when every minute was precious. 

We are proud of the contribution our workshops have 
made to aircraft construction and repair. We had our first 
order for aeroplane wings in 1938 and we specalised in 
making these, the most exacting and vital part of the air 
frame. We have also put hundreds of battle-damaged 
aeroplanes back into the sky again and the Air Ministry 
has testified to the speed and efficiency of our repair 
organisation.’ 

For all this we owe a special debt to the energy and ability 
of our Chief Mechancal and Electrical Engineer, Mr. Fair- 
burn, who in the last war played a prominent part in the 
Armament Experimental Station of the Royal Air Force at 
Orfordness. 

Much of this special war work has now ceased and a 
number of the shops have now resumed their normal tasks. 
The varied nature of the work they have done during the 
war has, however, given us much valuable experience, and 
the lessons we have learned will add greatly to the efficiency 
of our drawing offices and shops in the future. 


PERMANENT WAY 

The maintenance of the permanent way still remains a 
problem with the existing shortages in materials and 
labour. During 1944, the materials situation eased slightly, 
but, if anything, the labour position was more difficult 
owing to shortage of staff and also owing to the lack of 
opportunity of carrying out repairs because trains were 
running on the line day and night. 

You will be glad to know that in spite of these difficulties 
the permanent way has stood up to the demands of this 
war wonderfully well, which is very largely due to the 
special expenditure upon it before war broke out. 

Nevertheless, from the facts I have given of the intensive 
user of our lines during the war years, this excessive wear 
and tear will have to be paid for in the long run. 


SUPPLY OF MATERIALS 


The supply of material of all sorts has continu d to be 
difficult. 

Coal has been a serious war-time trouble. To-day we 
have to take coal which is not suited for locomotive 
purposes and, in many instances, increases consumption 
and reduces the locomotive mileage capacity. The total 
cost has advanced considerably and now constitutes a 
major problem in operating expenses. 
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We have continued our efforts to reduce coal consump- 
tion. In our coal bill locomotive coal is of course the 
biggest item, but economy in the use of fuel for other pur- 
poses has also been studied very carefully. There was an 
additional saving of 5 per cent. compared with last year in 
the manufacturing works, and the issues of coal for mis- 
cellaneous use have shown a decline of 16 per cent. Great 
credit is due to the full-time officials and_army of part-time 
fuel watchers engaged on this work. 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 


The knowledge of the vital part science has played in 
national defence during the war has led to a general recogni- 
tion of its importance in post-war industry. Everyone is 
now becoming research-minded. Fortunately for this 
Company, the late Lord Stamp, fifteen years ago, formed a 
Scientific Research Department with an Advisory Com- 
mittee of distinguished scientists to whose continuous 
interest and help we are greatly indebted. Since then our 
research staff have made a steadily increasing contribution 
to railway development, and the other Departments have 
come to rely more and more on their help in overcoming 
difficulties and meeting new problems. 


Since 1939 the Research Department has been busy with 
war problems, some of which we have undertaken for the 
Services, and a number of our staff has been lent to Govern- 
ment Departments. 


Now we are able to pay greater attention to our own 
problems and particularly to those we have to meet after the 
war. Investigations are in hand jointly with the technical 
Departments in such matters as improvements in loco- 
motive frames, the study of the best type and depth of 
ballast for permanent way, improved methods of painting 
structures and rolling stock, and the development of a new 
form of unit construction for the smaller type of railway 
station. : 

The existence of a well-equipped Research Department 
has been a great source of strength to the Company, and we 
are planning a considerable increase in its activities as soon 
as the European war is over. 


AIR SERVICES 

Last year I said that the railways were looking ahead 
to the possibilities of air travel after the war. In a debate 
in the House of Lords on Civil Aviation on 10th May 1944, 
Lord Kennet stated the wish of the railways to exercise 
to the full without subsidy the air powers in the United 
Kingdom and Europe given to them by their Acts of 1929, 
and asked for a statement of the policy of His Majesty’s 
Government. He expressed the belief of the railways in 
the air as a primary means of transport for the future. He 
based his claim for their participation on their development 
work, on the proved efficiency of their services, particularly 
during the war, and on the great contribution they could 
make to a co-ordinated system of air and surface travel. 
In answer to a challenge from the Lord Privy Seal he said 
that the railways would submit their plan to the Govern- 
ment. 


This was done before the next debate on Civil Aviation 
in the House of Lords on 12th October, when the railway 
plan for a comprehensive network of air services both 
within the United Kingdom and from the United Kingdom 
to Europe was explained by Lord Balfour of Burleigh. 
The railways offered to form a separate company to operate 
these services and to offer partnership to other independent 
air operators and to the shipping companies operating 
regular pre-war services in European waters carrying traffic 
for which air transport would be needed. The railways 
were prepared to operate these services without subsidy, 
on the assumption that neither subsidy nor special advan- 
tages would be given to other operators, including foreign 
air lines entering this country on a reciprocal basis. Nego- 
tiations are now in progress with the Government to give 
the railways the place to which we think we are entitled by 
our record in air transport. 
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